Capt. Ronald Pritchard died suddenly
at his home in Crosby on February 23,
aged 53. He was a director of PLS and
manager of the company’s management
services. Ronnie, or “RP”’ as he was known,
was a professional stevedore and author of
the book ““Practical Stevedoring™, a widely
accepted manual of stevedoring practice,
published in 1963.

Born at Widnes, he started work as a
clerk in the local authority offices before
embarking on a seagoing career. He came
ashore as a loading superintendent and
later as a manager with A. E. Smith Coggins
Limited. He joined PLS as manager in
1961 and five years later was appointed a
director. He leaves a widow and two sons.

Captain William John Jones died on
January 16 aged 70. He joined Houston
Line January 26, 1917 and was appointed
third officer on the Harmonides May 19,
1923. He served aboard Clan Campbell as
chief officer from November 11, 1939 until
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March 2, 1942 when the ship was sunk
and he was landed at Malta. On June 6,
1945 he was appointed master of the Sam
Derwent, after which he served on various
company vessels until his retirement in
1963.

David O’Keeffe died on January 16
aged 72. He joined Clan Line at Birkenhead
in 1914, and apart from service in the First
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World War with the Royal Field Artillery,
was 48 years with the company.

David retired as senior quayforeman on
December 31, 1962. He was keenly inter-
ested in football, from the days when he
played for the dock team against the Liver-
pool office team, with such notables as E.
Crosby and W. Little in it, to his later years
as a director of a well known amateur
football team, Liverpool Marine. He leaves
a widow and two sons.

The death occurred suddenly on Febru-
ary 18 of Stanley Clifford Baker at the
age of 63. Stanley Baker, who joined
Union-Castle Line in 1945, was a tally
clerk at the outward-bound berth in South-
ampton, specialising for many years in
cargo for Cape Town.

William T. Wheelton died December 1
1970, aged 82. He retired as lift attendant
on the Athlone Castle in October 1959
having given over 40 years unbroken service
to the company.

Alexander Livingstone died in the
Royal South Hampshire Hospital, South-
ampton, February 19, aged 70. He joined
the company in January 1961 serving as a
donkeyman aboard the Athlone Castle, then
the Transvaal Castle, which became the
SA Vaal, until February 8, 1971. He was
landed sick at Las Palmas on that day and
repatriated on SA Oranje. He leaves a
widow,

N. F. Mfeka, donkey/greaser on Kinnaird
Castle, died March 4 at Las Palmas.

Frederick William Ashford died Feb-
ruary 26, aged 83. He joined the company
in 1914 as a steward and served until 1939
when he came ashore as a cleaner in the
Royal Albert dock office. He remained
there until his retirement in 1957.

George Edward Simpkin, general
assistant in the cash department, Cayzer
House, died January 17, aged 64. He joined
the company February 4, 1957 and all his
service was in the same department. George
Simpkin was an amateur musician, playing
the violin in a local orchestra; he also
painted in oils and water colours.

Ernest Wilfred Shone died January 17
aged 69. He joined the company October 1,
1934 as a second refrigerating engineer
and was promoted chief refrigerating engi-
neer on the Clan Macdougall July 31, 1939.
He served on various Clan and Shire Line
vessels until April 25, 1962 when he trans-
ferred to the mail service as chief refri-
gerating engineer on the Windsor Castle.
After serving on various Castle vessels he
came ashore in 1965 and retired in 1967.
Ernest Shone leaves a widow.



