On-board instruction

spells safety

A new programme to improve fire-
fighting and safety equipment instruc-
tion in passenger ships is now under
way, Mr. M. R. Gleeson, a master at
arms, is sailing in each of the Union-
Castle passenger ships in turn, carrying
out a five week on-board training
course for officers and ratings.

Designed to meet new international
dations, the prog in-
cludes instruction and demonstrations
of fire-fighting practice, equipment and
fire prevention, and the launching and
operation of inflatable liferafts. Use,
care and maintenance of systems and
equipment is also covered. Lectures
are given at the rate of not less than
two a day, whenever crew members are
available during working hours,

So that the maximum advantage can
be gained by everyone, groups for
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members of the ship's
company

instruction are generally kept as small
as 14 members, In this way the entire
ship's company can be covered in a
round trip Southampton-Durban-
Southampton. Lectures and demon-
strations are backed up by showings of
instructional films,

Mr. Gleeson, who has been with
British & Commonwealth since 1965,
has spent much of his time working on
fire and safety matters, and has
attended courses ashore.

He began his present tour of duty
with the sailing of Pendennis Castle
from Southampton on March 28.
Apart from the mailships, he will
cover the cruise ship Reinma del Mar
(cruises numbers 17, 18 and 19) and is
due to end the tour on January 26,
1970 when he returns to Southampton
aboard Windsor Castle.

Mr. Gleeson's display of
fire equipment on board
Pendennis Castle
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