RM.M.V. “ ATHLONE CASTLE"

‘The following eulogy was found pinned to the ship's Tourist
Class notice board on the evening preceding arrival at Cape Town
fom a recent southbound ocean passage.

This is 10 thank you, Captain Patey,

For being such a cheerful matey;

For what we like you quite the most

Is being such a genial host.

You and your crew of shipmates able

Have both in cabin and at table

Tried with courtesy and care

7o see 1o every small affair

Of us, your guests, who now dividing,

Would like to thank you for providing

Al the amenites for sport,

And indoor games of every sort;

Pictures, dancing, cocktails, 100,

Our very learty thanks 10 you!

Your tolerance when we used the linen

For dressing up as Eastern women,

Hula girls, pirates, and. \paokr

Beetles, viruses, and c

Was most vmlul:mu, aml yoiire kind

Enouh to say

The costumes a/ both young and old,

Original, clever, yet not 100 bold.

The tricky job of judging to0—

We're very glad it fell to you.

And often on the Tourist decks

You made your periodic checks

Of how our carefiee hours were spent

Your concern—our enjoyment.

Yet all the time—by us not noted—

Your attention was devoted,

Your first concern was bound

Our progress through the anic ea
Now here we are near Cape Town's Bay,

For mst at end of holiday,

Far more punctual than the planes

(O those British Railway trains).

And as we step on 1o the shore,

We hope we'll one day come for more.

Wiat a lovely trip it

Auf wiedersehen, au revoir, totsiens!
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